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has, I will continue to resist it. And because Senator Bruning 
will hurt the bill, I've got to support Senator Bruning's 
amendment.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Bruning, you're recognized to
close.
SENATOR BRUNING: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
wholeheartedly disagree with the senior member that this will 
hurt the bill. I... I couldn't disagree more and I wish he were 
on the other side of this particular argument (laugh), frankly. 
While it's always nice to have some support, the senior member's 
support in this instance (laughter) has caused everybody to 
think twice. I really think, I truly believe this amendment 
helps the bill. We're going to have a General Fund crunch.
We're going to get to Select File and people are going to say 
there's not $3 million a year to get this done; where we going 
to find the money? I'm offering you a chance. There is no 
magic in the current size of the LUST Fund, no magic at all. I 
sat...I've sat on the Natural Resources Committee for five 
years. When we upped it from six-tenths of a cent on gasoline 
to nine-tenths, there's no magic. Basically, we took a look at 
the possible liability here, and this is...in no way do I mean 
to show a lack of respect for Senator Bromm's efforts on the 
bill, but we looked here and we saw this huge liability, and we 
said, we're not getting it done fast enough, let's bump up the 
LUST Fund a little bit. There was no magic, there was no 
in-depth study that said this is exactly the right amount to get 
it done in the right amount of time. There's no magic to 
$10.5 million a year in leaking underground storage tank 
cleanup, zero magic at all. Why did we arrive at that number? 
Who knows. We don't know; we just knew we weren't getting it 
done fast enough. What I'm offering is a way, I believe, to 
make sure the ethanol bill passes. Right now with a $3 million 
fiscal note it's going to be a struggle when we get to Select 
File and people are forced to choose between different things 
they care about. So, notwithstanding the senior member's
arguments that this will hurt the bill, I disagree and I would 
urge the adoption of this amendment. Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: You've heard the closing. The question

5702


